THE FIRST
FIFTY YEA S

1895-1g45

TUE TRAINING AND WORK

OF WOMEN EMPLOYED IN THE SElL CE OF

TUE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

THE MODERATOR. Dn Jesse H. Arnup, at the Rally
of the Crusade For Christ and His Kingdom, June 10.
1945.
Photo by Dr. A. S. Wilson.

One of the outstanding characteristics of the past generation or two has been
the emergence of women into the life and leadership of the community and nation.
They have crowded the Universities and have entered into all phases of professional
life and public service. Always the mainstay of religion in the home, and always
loyal supporters of its public ordinances, women in recent years have been claiming
their rightful place in the enterprises and government of the Church. In our own
communion, the eldership and the ministry have been opened as fields of service.
Such organizations as the Woman’s Missionary Society and the Woman’s
Association exercise tremendous influence, both locally and in the higher courts
of the Church.

In the fields of home and foreign missions, in deaconess work, in the or
ganized religious and missionary education of boys and girls, and in editorial
and executive efforts, the contribution of women has been inestimable. The pages
which follow set forth in brief the story of the training and work of the women
employed in our communion through the past fifty years.
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Presbyterian Women’s Foreign Missionary Society in Maritime Provinces (Eastern Division) founded.
Miss A. L. M. Blackadder sent to Trinidad.
The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Methodist Church founded. Miss Martha J. Cartmell sent to
Japan.
Miss Hendrie appointed to Crosby Girls’ Home, Port Simpson, B.C.
Dr. Elizabeth Beatty began medical work in India.
Canada Congregational Woman’s Board of Missions founded.
Misses M. McIntosh and Graham sent to Honan, North China. Beginning of Methodist Medical Work
in Canada, at Port Simpson, B.C.
Miss Minnehaha Clarke sent to Africa.
Miss Sara Brackbifl and Dr. Retta Gifford (Kilborn) sent to West China.
May Methodist Deaconess Home and Training School opened. The Deaconess Order instituted.
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(Above)
“The farewell meeting given to Miss Canwell was held
in the Centenary Church parlor, Friday evening, Nov.
3rd, the room being crowded with many of her most
personal friends and sympathizers in the great work she
has undertaken, being the first lady missionary sent to a
foreign mission field. The occasion was one of more
than ordinary interest.”
From Minutes of 1881 of the Woman’s Missionary
Society of Hamilton of the Methodist Church of Canada.

(Right)
“The Provisional Board of the Woman’s Missionary
Society met in the Parsonage on Thursday morning, June
10th, with the following ladies present. Mrs. McCallum,
St. Elmo, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. A. I. Stephen and Mrs. J. G.
Lamb.”
Ottawa, June 10th, 1886.
Minutes of Founding of Canada Congregational Wom
an’s Foreign Missionary Society.

later merged into the United Church Training School.
Late in the nineteenth century the Canadian
Churches realized that specialized training should be
provided for women engaged in Church work. The
Anglican Church was the first to take definite steps
toward the establishment of a training centre for this
purpose, and in 1893 in Toronto opened a Training
Home for deaconesses and missionaries. Within a few
years the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches
founded schools similar in purpose, also in Toronto.
After a separate growth of a quarter of a century, with
Church Union, the Presbyterian and Methodist schools
joined together in the United Church Training School.
A new school was founded at that time to perpetuate
the former Presbyterian school and to serve the section
of that Church which did not come into the Union.
Of the two, the Methodist institution, known in the
early years as the Methodist Deaconess Home and
Training School, is slightly the older of the two, 1894
being the date of its founding. A year later its first
class went out to serve the cause of Christ, three in
Canada, and two on foreign mission fields. The
Presbyterian training centre, known for about ten
years as the Ewart Training Home opened its doors to
its first class in 1897.
In the case of the Presbyterian school it was the
Women’s Foreign Missionary Society which took the
initiative in setting up a centre for training. The
purpose for which the Ewart Training Home came into
existence was that women might be trained for foreign
service. The stipulation was clearly made, however,
that other women desiring to equip themselves for
service to the Church should be free to avail themselves
of the advantages of the life and training offered there.
Thus it was natural that eleven years later when the
Canadain Presbyterian Church instituted a Deaconess
Order, the training of the deaconesses should be added
to the function of the Ewart Home. The instituting of
this Order came from the consciousness on the part of
the Church that women should be used more widely
for service in their own country. In 1907 the Presbytery
of Winnipeg and the Synod of Manitoba made an
overture to the General Assembly, asking for the
institution of a Deaconess Order on these grounds, and
the Presbytery of Toronto, simultaneously asked for the
enlargement of the scope of the Ewart Training Home
to make the training of deaconesses possible. Agree-

Miss Jean Scott, Principal
of the Methodist Deaconen Home and Training
School. 1896.1907.

School.

Miss
Mice
Thompson,
First Principal of the
Methodist Deaconess
Home and Training

Miss Ore Mcllhenie, Act
,ng Principal of the
Methodist Deaconess
Home
and
Training
School, 19071911.
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women had been employed for more than ten years on
home and foreign fields, it was not to meet the needs
of this work that the Training School was established.
It was the outgrowth, primarily, of the desire to
institute in Canada a Deaconess Order, similar to the
Orders which were being developed with great rapidity
in both England and the United States, and which had
received their original inspiration from Germany and
the Lutheran Church. As early as 1890 the General
Conference of the Methodist Church had adopted a
recommendation that provision be made for ttsuch a
systematic organization of consecrated women as will
give them an official relation to the Church, similar to
the Order of Deaconesses in primitive Christianity.”
The Rev. A. M. Phillips, who had visited England
and observed the growth of the Deaconess Movement
there, interested Mrs. Uzziel Ogden in the project of
founding such an Order in Canada, and of establishing
a Deaconess Home. Having no precedent in this
country outside the Anglican Church, a connection
was established with the Methodist Deaconess Home
in Chicago. The first three Superintendents of the
Methodist Deaconess Home and Training School, as
the Toronto centre was called at the beginning,
were American women from Chicago, Miss Alice
Thompson, Miss E. Jean Scott, and Miss Ora
Mcllhenie.
The officers of the Woman’s Missionary Society of
the Methodist Church were quick to see the possibilities
in the new school for the training of their workers.
Even before the school was opened they ruled that
their candidates be required to reside in the school
and take the training offered there.
The newly instituted Deaconess Order was officially
recognized by the General Conference of 1894, at
which time the course of study was approved, the
wearing of the uniform sanctioned, and the establish
ment of Homes in other cities encouraged. In 1907
a General Conference Deaconess Board was organized
to oversee both the Deaconess Order and the Training
School.

Mn. Anna Ron, Pint Principal
of eke Ewan Missionary Training
Home, 15971901.

Mrs. 5. Livi~stone. Principal of
eke Swan Missionary TTaining
Home, 1901.1913.

were provided with a home where residence was com
pulsory. Their maintenance was assured and they
received a minimum allowance for personal expenses.
The financial arrangement was on the following basis,
ttNo salaries shall be paid, the work of a deaconess
being done for the love of Christ and in His name.”
Financial arrangements for Presbyterian deaconesses
were similar to those in force for missionaries in both
the Churches “remuneration based upon what is
necessary for comfort and health, and for making some
provision for old age.”

No order of Deaconesses was ever developed in the
Congregational Church, though the word “Deaconess”
was unofficially used for women employed by local
churches to care for the work among women and
children, and to administer relief. In a few cases
candidates of this denomination were admitted as
students to the Presbyterian Training Home.

The efficiency of both institutions was enhanced by
the fine buildings provided for them. From 1910
onwards the Presbyterian Missionary and Deaconess
Training Home was housed in the handsome and
dignified property at 60 Grosvenor St. In 1911 the
Methodist school occupied its commodious, newlyerected building at 135 St. Clair Ave., West.
The policy regarding faculty was similar in the two
shcools, there being in neither case any thought of
building up an independent resident faculty. The
proximity to strong Theologipal Colleges and the
generosity of their staffs made this unnecessary. From
the beginning the Presbyterian students took their
lectures at Knox College. Courses were given especially
for them, a service generously rendered to the school
by the professors. The Methodist professors, in the
early years, came to St. Clair Ave. to do their work,
but more and more the young women went to Victoria
College to take lectures with the theological students.
The year 1908 was of special significance in the
Presbyterian school, as it was in this year that the
Deaconess Order was founded, and the training of
women for work in Canada given greater emphasis.
From this time forward the Presbyterian Church
officially sanctioned the training of women workers as
assistants in congregations, city missions, and other
departments of home mission service, with recognition

Another new development in the educational
facilities furnished by Toronto was the founding of
the Canadian School of Missions. This school,
unique on the North American continent, was a
concrete example of the trend toward interdenomi
national co-operation. The Foreign Mission Boards,
Women’s Missionary Societies and Theological Colleges
of the Anglican, Baptist. Congregational, Methodist,
and Presbyterian Churches were all instrumental in
its establishment. Here young women who anticipated
foreign missionary work could engage in studies
definitely related to their future tasks.
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The First World War, shattering as it did the peaceful
progress of these years, could not but influence the
schools fundamentally. The war brought opportunity
and a corresponding self-confidence to all professional
women, including the Church Worker. In his report
for 1917-1918, the principal of the Methodist school,
the Rev. Hiram Hull, said, tcrfl~ war has taug
woman her strength, has given her a place, and has
won her a position in the Church and community.
We do not now ‘suffer her’ to take part in all work
that means the betterment of society. She participates
‘in her own right’, because she has revealed qualities of
leadership, and steadiness of purpose
Doors are
opening in many departments of our Church.
and
the leaders are not to be disappointed in the response
on the part of our women.”

The Clan of 1916, Presbyenian Missionary and Deaconess Training Home.

Rev. George H. Bishop. D.D.,
Principal of the Methodist National
Training School and Superintendent
of the Deaconess Order. 1911.1915.

Graduating Class, 1903, Methodist Deaconess Home and Training School.

Rev. Hiram Hull, D.D., Principal
of the Methodist National Training
School and Superintendent of the
Deaconess Order, 19! S’l923.

Miss Wls,ntfred Thomas, B.A.
Principal of the Methodist National
Training School and Superintendent
of the Deaconess Order, 1923-1926.
Secretary of the Committee on Em
ployed Women Workers and the
Deaconess Order. 1926.1942.

Miss Margaret A. Grant. Principal
of the Presbyterian Missionary and

1918.

Deaconess training Home, 1913’

the bereaved, the troubled, the godless and careless,
the absent members and the faithful ones.” The same
account goes on to enumerate her responsibilities in
securing safe rooming-houses, finding employment,
looking after travellers, “warning the indifferent,
helping the incapable,” all this in addition to the
conducting of Sunday Schools and clubs for women
and children. The Methodist students of Miss Jean
Scott still remember how she described the work of
a deaconess as being “as broad as the talents of the
women of the world.”

during the first quarter of the present century. Fresh
Air work began in 1901 in a cottage at Whitby, loaned
for the purpose. Two years later an attractive
cottage built for permanent use was opened, and in
1913 extensive improvements were made upon it.
Other centres followed suit, and within a few years the
Hamilton deaconesses started Fresh Air Work at
Elsinore, Hamilton Beach. Camps were set up on
Isle Perriot near Montreal, at (Mmli not far from
Winnipeg, and at Ocean Park near Vancouver.

About the years 1917-1918 certain changes which
affected the life of the Methodist deaconesses were
sanctioned by their Board of Management.
The
minimum remuneration was increased from September,
1918, and from that time on it became possible for
churches to pay a salary. One reason for this step
was that fields of service in other types of humanitarian
endeavour were opening up, which paid good salaries.
The removal of the time limit of service meant that
long range plans could be carried out. The dress of
the deaconesses, particularly in regard to the bonnet,
was better adapted to climatic conditions. Not least
important was a growing spirit of democracy and the
disposition of those directing the work to consult the
workers themselves and benefit from their experience.
With this came a keener appreciation of the dignity
and official place of the deaconess in the Church.

Turning the Sod, 135 St. Ciair Ate. W. In the centre Miss Or,, Mcllhenie, with the spade, Mrs. Lucy Rider
Meyer of the Chicago Deaconess Home.

In both Churches the work spread geographically to
the frontiers of a rapidly-eniarging Dominion. By
1915 forty-one Presbyterian deaconesses were at work
from British Columbia to Nova Scotia, and in most of
the provinces between. Methodist deaconesses were
likewise employed widely throughout Canada. The
General Conference of the Methodist Church having
as early as 1894 encouraged the establishment of
Deaconess Homes in cities other than Toronto, these
were opened in succession, in Hamilton in 1903, in
Montreal and Winnipeg in 1906, and in 1910 in Van
couver.
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The First National Conference of the Deaconess Association of the Methodist Church, Toronto, 1923.
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The Misses Louise and Elizabeth McCully and Mrs. Barker wish students and staff at the Bible Instinae, Wonsan, Korea.
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well as in coastal cities. Though in China these years
were full of turmoil, medical, evangelistic and edu
cational work was begun. In India, Trinidad and
Africa, too, the missionary staff was enlarged and
similar types of work developed.
During the first quarter of the present century
the years before Church Union the missionary enter
prises ‘of the three denominations continued to attract
many young women. In the Universities this was a
period when the Student Volunteer Movement exerted
a strong influence, and the Quadrennial Conferences
held under its direction placed the cause of foreign
missions in a compelling light before imaginative and
idealistic young people.
Canada was a rapidly expanding country, its out
posts being pushed ever further and Purther west and

Miss Jessie Duncan, Principal
of Indore Girls’ High School, with
her staff.

north. Immigration ~was encouraged, and large num
bers of men and women were crossing both the Atlantic
and the Pacific to find a “better country” where they
and their children might live rich and free lives. All
three Churches heard the challenge of these years of
expanding frontiers in Canadian life, and the Women’s
Missionary Societies had a share in every new venture.
Women missionaries in ever larger numbers found
opportunities for service under the Boards of Home
Missions and the Women’s Missionary Societies, par
ticularly in the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches.

The Indian work, which had from the outset claimed
attention, continued to expand. Residential and day
schools, where Indian boys and girls were trained in
agriculture and household arts, taught their pupils to
re-orient their lives to new conditions. The schools

incalculable value in the chain of hospitals and hospital
units which have been erected in pioneer settlements
across the western provinces and in northern Ontario.

.

.
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The European immigrant, cut off from the cultural
~iiThreligious inheritance of his home country Austria,
the Ukraine, Italy
presented problems for the
Churches as well as for government agencies. As
these people arrived in large numbers in Winnipeg and
other centres, Strangers’ Work developed. Missionary
workers were appointed to the ports and large railway
centres to study their situation, to befriend them, and
to assist them in integrating themselves into the life
of the new homeland. Where the need was apparent,
schools and school homes were established to aid the
younger generation to become Canadianized, and All
People’s Missions were opened in Winnipeg and other
cities with a large non-Anglo-Saxon population.
Among the women missionaries serving the United
Church today are several first and second generation
non-Anglo-Saxons. Women workers represented the
Church on lonely frontiers, in mining centres, in
crowded downtown sections of our great cities wher
ever, in fact, these new Canadians were to be found.
The Churches as a whole and the missionary women
of Canada were awake also to the social and spiritual
needs of New Canadians from the Orient. Presbyterian
missionary women returned from China won the
confidence of the Chinese women who had recently
come to Canada, and the Methodist society began a
work of far-reaching consequence for women from the
Orient and for their children. The work began early
in the century as rescue work for women from the
Orient brought to the western port cities. The Oriental
Home in Victoria was founded first of all as a refuge
for these unfortunate girls. When, later, the efforts
of Canadian Christians put a stop to the traffic, the
Home changed in character and became an orphanage
for both Chinese and Japanese children.
Women
missionaries, of whom the majority had served for a
period of years in Japan, interested themselves in the
growing Japanese-Canadian community.
First by
calling on the women, and then through kindergarten
work, they gained access to many homes. In the
cities and also in fishing and farming communities,
the missionaries met with a cordial response. As in
the case of European immigrants, many of Oriental
origin, both Chinese and Japanese, were drawn into
membership in the Churches.

Victoria Cheung. M.D.. of Victoria, B.C.. a Canadian of Chinese ancw’y
who has gone to Sonth China as a missionary

The early years of the twentieth century saw ex
pansion in all aspects of the foreign missionary work
which Canadian women had opened up medical,
educational and evangelistic. Schools and hospitals
were by this time securely established, and in the
majority of cases new modern buildings and equipment
increased their usefulness. Lines of distinction between
the various kinds of work can never be clearly drawn,
for each type merges into others and all are inter
dependent. In such a programme of rural evangelism,
for instance, as that developed in Honan, medical
work was an integral element, as was also the education
al work stressing literacy through the national phonetic
script.

New developments in Canada were reflected in the
work abroad. In Tokyo social service grew rapidly
from a small beginning in a settlement established to
serve the factory girls of a congested industrial area.
In West China and elsewhere Public Health and Baby
Welfare were new types of medical and social work to be
introduced.

More and more the emphasis came to be placed
upon the training of national leaders, and the strer g .li
ening of an indigenous Church. In every mission land
young women pioneered as teachers, evangelists,

I
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Margaret Lee, Reg. N. of Montreal, Que., a Canadian of Chinese ancestry,
who has gone to West China as a missionary.

U

They welcomed the opportunity to have a share in
women’s colleges, such as Madras Christian College
and The Woman’s Christian College, Tokyo, and, at a
slightly later date, in Ewha College, Seoul, Korea.
They co-operated also in the Union Normal School in
Canton, and, in localities where co-education was
accepted, in such institutions as the West China
Union University and Theological College.
The
Means School in Angola was founded and supported
by Canadian and American Congregational societies.

On the mission fields the girls’ secondary school was
of basic importance, giving wide scope to many mis
sionary teachers. In such schools as those established
in Tokyo, Chengtu, Indore, or San Fernando, Trinidad,
to mention only a few of many similar institutions,
missionary women sought, on the basis of a sound
general education, to develop the character upon which
Christian home and community life might be built.
From these schools, too, came the girls who went on
to take advanced education, and who were destined to
become the leaders of the future.

a

The hospital, AiIm, B.C.

made distinct, and the Order separated from the
School. Church Union in 1925 was a logical time to
effect this change.

Training School, 1926-1934.

Mu. Jean E. Macdonald, B..4., Principal of the Presbyterian Missionary
and Deaconess Trainin_g Home, 1918-1926, and of the United Church

Studies and negotiations looking toward the union
of the schools commenced in 1924 at the direction of
the Joint Committee of the Churches on Church
Union. Each school was asked to submit to the first
General Council “a concise statement as to its history,
assets, liabilities, income and expenditure for the past
three years, persons employed, equipment, present
work and requirements.” They were asked also to
make recommendations regarding procedure for the
coming year, the first year of Union.
Their recommendation that for the current year the
schools be conducted separately but in close co
operation, particularly regarding courses of study, was
approved by the Council.
Throughout the year,
1925-26, the Boards acting jointly prepared a statement
setting forth their carefully studied views of what

Training Schools, the following recommendation was
passed “That there be formed and developed at
one of the present training centres in Toronto, The
United Church Training School, under the control of
a Board of Management, this board to be subject to
the supervision of the Board of Education of the
United Church, the school being considered one of
the educational centres of the Church, for the training
of women for such departments of Church work as
may be approved from time to time by the General
Council.” The pre-union policy of each school was
continued, this being to secure instruction “through
co-operation with the Theological Colleges of the
Church, the Social Service Department of the Univer
sity of Toronto, and the Canadian School of Missions.”

The Methodist school at 135 St. Clair Ave., W. was
chosen as the location of the new school, and Miss
Jean Macdonald, the principal of the Presbyterian
Training Home was appointed the first principal of
the United Church Training School. Miss Winnifred
Thomas, the principal of the Methodist school became
the Secretary of the General Council’s new InterBoard Committee on Employed Women Workers in
the Church and the Deaconess Order. The formal
Union of the schools became effective on October 1st,
1926.

The Union of the Deaconess Orders

A natural development at the time of Union was
the merging of the two Deaconess Orders then in
existence. This took place in 1926, when the second
General Council of the United Church approved the
following recommendation:

“That, whereas, the Methodist and Presbyterian
Churches, previous to Union, had each instituted an
Order of Deaconesses, and whereas there are now
about one hundred Deaconesses in The United Church,
provision be made for continuing within The United
Church of Canada, the Deaconess Orders of the uniting
Churches, these to be combined in one Order of which
those already connected with the existing Orders shall
be members as well as any who in the future may be
designated to the office of Deaconess by The United
Church of Canada.”

The Deaconess Orders of the Methodist and Presby
terian Churches had differed in some particulars in
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The union of the two Orders coincided in point of
time with another change, the desirability of which
had long been realized the separation of the Order
from the School. Previous to Union, in both Churches,
the Deaconess Order and the Training School were
under the same Board and the Principal of the School
was cx officio superintendent of the Order. It now
seemed to be an opportune time for the supervision of
the new Order and of other trained workers to be
separated from that of the Training School and to be
vested in an Inter-Board Committee on Women
Workers of the United Church, with a full time secre
tary. In 1937 the name was changed to the Committee
on the Deaconess Order and Women Workers and
Dr. Margaret E. T. Addison was made its chairman.
These constructive changes resulted in an increase in
the number of those entering the Deaconess Order.
The uniform, modernized in design, was worn more
widely. Changes, elsewhere described, came also in
the character of the work done and in the status of the
deaconess.

out of which the Fellowship of Professional Women
grew.

The United Church Training School. 135 St. Clair Ave. W.. Toronto

their early stages, but fortunately changes had taken
place shortly before Union which increased their
similarity and facilitated their coming together.
By 1925 there was little difference in regard to the
method of remuneration practically all deaconesses
were receiving salaries. Arbitrary stationing and the
requirement of residence in Deaconess Homes charac
teristic of the Methodist Order had been discontinued.
It was therefore comparatively easy for the two
Orders to come together at this time without sacrificing
anything which either thought essential. No ceremony
was held to commemorate the union, but several
informal gatherings brought the two groups together.
A simple form of organization had been worked out
by the Methodist deaconesses, namely a Deaconess
Association, and in 1923 they had held a conference.
At Union the Deaconess Association became the
organization of all deaconesses in the United Church
and biennial conferences became traditional. These
gatherings have brought unity and strength to the work,
and provided a much-needed occasion for appraisal.
It was this body which sponsored the conferences
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focused upon the rich heritage of a work on which,
it was said, ttthe sun never sets”. Following the
sun’s rays the light shone on work in Japan, Korea,
Honan, South China, West China, India, Africa,
Trinidad, Newfoundland and back again to Canada.
A work of such magnitude gripped the imagination
and challenged the thinking of women whose missionary
zeal had previously been bounded by the narrower
limits of denominational lines. In the new organiza
tion the members, both those serving in executive and
voluntary capacities, as well as the missionary workers,
found enlarged fellowship in their local societies,
increased scope of work and new fields of service and
representation on the various Boards of the Church.
More and more they co-operated for the promotion
of emergent undertakings with the Mission Boards
of other denominations in Canada, the United States
and Great Britain.

Where women of the United Church of Canada sewe the World Church.

comprehensive view of the needs in our own country.

.

40
30
11

18
40
34
9

5

414

225

189

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES AT TIME OF UNION
West China
North China (Honan)
South China
Shanghai
Korea
Japan
India
Africa

Trinidad

HOME MISSIONARIES AT TIME OF
UNION
TOTAL

Miss Mary EwEs, Secretary of the Comm~uee on Employed Women Workers
and the Deaconess Order. 1932.1937.

I

Representing all groups in the United Church concerned
with the recruiting, training and employment of
women, this Committee sought to unify standards of
training required for various types of work, to urge
upon employing Boards and congregations the necessity for employing trained women whenever appointments were made, and to present to the young women
in schools and colleges a comprehensive picture of
Church work as a vocation for women.

w.

J. Camplon, B.A., Secnsary of the Committee on the Deaconess
Order and Women Workers, 1943—.

It was recognized that certain traditional factors
made it difficult to appeal to the right type of young
woman to enter the work of the Church. When the
Inter-Board Committee was beginning its work they
faced a difficult question in determining to what
extent appeal might reasonably be made to women
students capable of high service in other vocations, ~
prepare for a vocation within the Church, when demand
for their service was limited, appointment uncertain,
and remuneration inadequate. Soon after this came
the depression, when many trained for congregational
work found themselves unemployed, though the
Woman’s Missionary Society was able to appoint all
qualified candidates. Then came a period of bewil-

Mrs.

Members of the Deaconess Order are found in work
of great variety. Some are foreign missionaries, some
home missionaries, others are Girls’ Work Secretaries
and many are in Social Service. The majority continue
to be congregational workers in self-supporting
churches. Whereas formerly it had been assumed that
a deaconess was employed only where there were many
poor in the congregation, now churches composed
largely of privileged persons see the value of employing
women. The duties of such a deaconess were described
by an experienced congregational worker, in an
address given at the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
United Church Training School, as follows “The
deaconess appointed has had splendid training and
experience in Christian Education. She knows methods
and materials. She can give guidance and leadership
~ Children’s Work, Girls’ Work, Young People’s
Work, in the Church School, Junior Congregation and
mid-week activities. She is capable of training leaders
and teachers. The whole program of Christian Edu
cation, Sunday and mid-week, becomes more unified,
the neglected ax~as are cared for, and the loose ends
caught up.” In enumerating and describing other
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sides of her task, she continued, “Combined with her
duties as Director of Christian Education she may do
pastoral visiting, and share with the minister the
responsibility of visiting the sick, and calling on
newcomers. Or it may be secretarial work combined
with Christian Education preparing the church bul
letin, caring for correspondence, membership rolls or
other records. The Church may be situated in a com
munity where there are a great many business and
professional women, and the major responsibility of
the deaconess will be a ministry to these.”

THE EMPLOYMENT OF DEACONESSES
December 31st, 1944
Self-supporting churches
Board of Home Missions
Board of Evangelism and Social Service
Woman’s Missionary Society,
In Canada
In other lands
Other agencies
On leave of absence
Retired
TOTAL

Council do now declare the United Church Training
School affiliated with Emmanuel College, in accord
ance with tenns herewith appended.
Standing
(1) That the 1-yr. course for University graduates
shall be of a standard similar to that of first
yr. work in theology.
(2) That the 2-yr. course for matriculants be of a
standard similar to that of undergraduate courses
of a University.
Also, that Emmanuel College continue to give its
services to the Training School as in the past.”
In addition to matriculation the Training School
itself required for admission to the two year course,
training and experience in such professions as teaching,
nursing or business. Since Union, 261 students have
passed through the School, and of the 160 who have
graduated, fifty per cent are University graduates.
The policy of the school was to work in affiliation
with Emmanuel College, whose staff contributed
freely the main courses of instruction.
Recently generous gifts of scholarship funds have
been made to assist suitable young women who, for
financial reasons, are unable to take the training
necessary for Church Work or advanced study beyond
the minimum requirements. Young women studying
at the United Church Training School and elsewhere to
prepare for full-time Christian service in the field of
religious, social or community welfare are eligible
for grants from these funds. They are awarded on the
basis of general fitness, ability and need. Those con
nected with the W.M.S. are eligible for help from the
bursary funds of that society.

Miss Gertrude L. Rutherford, B.A., S.D., Principal of the United Church
Training School, 1934.1945.

The spacious building on St. Clair Ave. W., made
it possible for others than the regular students of the
Training School to be accommodated there. Mis
sionaries on furlough, women in various professions,
and students in other branches of study gave life at
the School a cosmopolitan character. This was
enhanced by the presence of scholarship students
from other lands whose coming in increasing numbers
was an important feature of the pre-war years. Some
of these were Training School students; many, who
were taking work in various departments of the
University, lived at the School for part, at least, of
their stay in Canada; and all thought of it as a second
home. The link between the foreign mission fields and
the Home Church was greatly strengthened by the
coming of these young women.

The Common Room, United Church Training School,
135 Se. Clair Ace. W.

A Tea — the United Chsarck Training School, 214 St. George S..
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Room-mazes at the United Church Training SchooL Mary Nnkikawara, Frances Belou. and Bettina Bradley. 1942.1943.

and England, as well as in Canada.
A gradual change was taking place in the relation
ship between the missionaries and the national Christian
leaders. They laboured together now as colleagues,
with the willingness to lead or be led as the particular
situation determined.
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the work in Canada and overseas. In the first decade
after Union 97 new missionaries were appointed.
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Interdenominational co-operation continued to be an
important trend. An outstanding example in recent
years was the working together of Canadian, British,
American and Australian Mission Boards for the
establishment of the All-India Christian Medical
College at Vellore.

1~

_______

Closer ties with the foreign work were forged also
by visits to the fields of executive members, and by
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At the International Fair. The Church of all Nations, Toronto

Executive and Editorial Positions
With Church Union the responsibilities and volume
of work grew to such proportions that the appointment
of full-time executive secretaries became imperative.
Many were needed in the Woman’s Missionary Society,
which now employs a General Secretary, Home and
Foreign Mission Secretaries, Literature and Periodicals
Secretaries and two Field Secretaries, one of which works
among younger groups. The Committee on the Dea
coness Order has employed an executive Secretary since
Union. The Board of Christian Education includes
women on its executive staff, such as Children’s Work
and Girls’ Work Secretaries. In 1945 the United

Medical and Dental Student.,
Chengtu, West China.

Church Training School sanctioned the appointment
of a recent graduate as Field and Promotion Secretary.

In the literary field opportunities for full-time
work have developed. “The Missionary Monthly”
and “World Friends”, the publications of the Woman’s
Missionary Society, have women as editors. Other
departments offer full-time positions to women with
literary gifts, as curriculum and lesson writers for the
Sunday School, including missionary education, and as
editors of Church papers for children and youth, such
as “The Canadian Girl.” On the foreign fields, too, a
wide range of opportunities for literary work is to be
found.

Cite Ide ol Japan waduated from
The United Church training School
in 1927.

Pearl Chian • M.A., of China, studied
at the St. &eorge School of Child
Study, Toronto, and took her Master’s
dej~ree in Education at Teacher’s
College, Columbia University. New
York, in 1938.

used from

Sundar Gaekwad. L.S.M.F..
took post.graduate study in
in Toronto, 1936.

radu.
t e Unite
Church train.
ing School in 1940.

Tomiko Harkawa ~f Japan.

Wilma Samlalsingh B.A.. of Trinidad
graduated in 1942 from Victoria
College. Toronto.

Grace Cho of Korea studied music in
Toronto.

Aiko Enonioto, of Japan, sraduated
in 1941 from the Unitea Church
raining School.

India.
edicine

SteUa Che,tg. M.A., Ph.D.. of China,
after pursuing graduate studies in
House old Science in the University
of Toronto. took her Doctor’s degree
in Nutrition at Cornell University,
Ithaca, N.Y.. in 1944.

leadership within it.
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It was not long before Girls’ Work Secretaries
were called upon to give courses at both the Methodist
and Presbyterian Training Schools, and at the Ca
nadian School of Missions. Many Training School
graduates became outstanding leaders of girls in the
Church and served on city Girls’ Work Boards and
some later became Girls’ Work Secretaries. Mission
aries on furlough, both home and foreign, were eager
to learn of the new movement and its techniques,

Work
Secre.
National and

Provincial, 1926.

Girls’
‘aries,

C.G.I.T. rou as The
Church o~ AlI%ations,
Montreal, 1945.

coincided fortuitously with a shifting emphasis on
general Church work. At about the time C.G.I.T.
was launched, the Social Service Course at the Uni
versity was started. Much of the welfare work formerly
done by deaconesses and missionaries was taken over
by trained social workers. But with the growth of the
Religious Education movement of which C.G.I.T.
was a part, new tasks and widening opportunities
awaited them in Children’s Work, Young People’s
Work and Leadership Training, and above all, in
Girls’ Work.

the Saskatchewan Conference in St. Andrew’s Church,
Moose Jaw, she was the first Canadian woman to be
ordained to the ministry of the Christian Church.
Behind the event is a story of exceptional interest.
About the year 1920 the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church laid upon its college in Saskatoon,
the responsibility of training leaders for religious work
among the New Canadians. Miss Gruchy, who had
been a teacher in non-Anglo-Saxon districts, was
encouraged by the Principal, the Rev. E. H. Oliver,
D.D., to train for this work and she took up the study
of theology, graduating in 1923.

~Jk~

Her first appointment in her new capacity was to a
mission field at Verigen, Sask., a community composed
of Doukhobors, Ukrainians, and a few scattered
Anglo-Saxon families. Much of Miss Gruchy’s tune
was spent in Religious Education in the public schools,
but before long small congregations were established
requiring regular Sunday service. Except for the fact
that she bad no authority to conduct the sacraments or
perform the marriage ceremony, Miss Gruchy was
doing the full work of a minister.

Order and Women ~Zr&ers, 1937.1943.

•~-~‘ £1 ~n~cfp~ Bt..th: ~

Miss Margaret B. T. Addison, LL.D., O.B.E.

In view of this situation the Kamsack Presbytery
asked for “Special Ordination” for her. The matter
was left in abeyance, however, in order to avoid adding
an extra complication to the negotiations for Church
Union, then in progress. As soon as Church Union
was consummated the question was brought before
General Council in a memorial from the Saskatchewan
Conference. It was found that the United Church had
made no provision for “Special Ordination”, and that
the only way in which ordination could be granted
to any woman was by the acceptance of the general
principle that the ministry was open to women. The
establishment of the principle was championed by
Dr. Oliver, and was debated in the Church Courts for
ten years.

Finally in 1936 the General Council passed the
necessary legislation and the doors of the ministry
were opened to women. In the nine years following
Miss Gruchy’s ordination thirteen more women have
entered the ministry of the United Church. Today
they serve congregations and are at work on home
and foreign mission fields as well.

desire for an organization to include all women serving
the Church in a professional capacity.
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In 1936 the National Conference of the Deaconess
Order took the initiative in launching this project, and
officially endorsed the plan. Tentative meetings were
held in 1937. In June, 1938, at the Eighth National
Conference of the Deaconess Order held at Whitby,
Ontario. workers outside the Order were invited to
attend, and many did so. A committee was set up
at this time, which in the course of the following months
evolved plans for the present association. A meeting
on January 13, 1939, in Toronto was attended by
forty-four women, who whole-heartedly supported the
newly-projected fellowship.
On April 21st it was
officially launched with Miss Helen Day chosen to be
its first president, the president of the Deaconess
Association, Miss Lillie M. Can, ex-ofticlo Vice-Presi
dent, and Dr. M. E. T. Addison its Honorary President.
Church Workers will never forget their indebtedness
to Dr. Addison for her wise counsel in the formative
years of the Fellowship, this being but one of many
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with an anticipated registration of ninety, was regret
fully cancelled because of government restrictions on
travel. With the coming of peace and the resumption
of normal transportation, biennial conferences will
again be held.

The Fellowship has done much to create a sense
of unity among Church Workers. In every city it
brings together regularly those who because of pressure
of work meet too seldom. Study groups as well as the
biennial conferences help to clarify the thinking and
unify the work of the members. Those living in
isolated communities value especially the circular
letters sent out from the office of the Secretary of the
Committee on the Deaconess Order and Women
Workers. These letters give book lists and provide
information in regard to current happenings and
trends in the life of the Church.

—‘

It....

The Fellowship, still in its infancy, has limitless
possibilities for the future, as women workers in
greater numbers assume ever increasing responsibilities.

Eighth National Coalelence of the Deaconess Order, Whithy. Oat., 1938.
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where the realities of war could be felt. It was large
enough to accommodate many besides its own students,
and became a refuge for those whom war had dis
placed. Missionaries evacuated from the Far East
and those unable to return to their fields were received
there. Shelter was given also to English war guests,
some being mothers with children, and to a European
Jewish refugee student.
Late in 1942, however, patriotic considerations
forced the Training School to give over the use of its
spacious building to the Canadian Women’s Army
Corps. A conveniently located and attractive home
was found at 214 St. George Street, the only drawback
being that it proved too small to accommodate ade
quately the increasing number of students.
In view of the demands of the war for the services of
men and women particularly for ministers to act as
chaplains, and for doctors and nurses, the crying
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Miss Ella Lediard of the Japan Mission staff with Sunday School teachers
at Rosebery, a Japanese Relocation Centre.

of these offers was in 1943 and was for a six weeks’I/
summer course at the Training School to prepar~J
War-Time Church Workers. Fifteen young wome4
were trained and placed, many of them in the nesj
congested War Production communities. The secon4
plan was an offer of scholarships at the Trainin~
School to Short-Term Workers who were pledged to)
give three years of service to the Church. In 1944
seven such scholarships were awarded, and in 1945,
six. As the war drew to a close a special effort was
made to bring the work of the Church before the
women in the Armed Forces. For these and other
reasons the number of students at the United Church
Training School has increased sharply. The class of
1945 was the largest in recent history, and the 1946
class promises to be double that number.

War inevitably brings a shortage of ministers and a
challenge to women to supply the need in places left
without pastoral care. As student ministers on summer
mission fields, United Church Training School students
and other young women have given acceptable service
to the Church at a point of great need. This experience
has given concrete reality to a concern for the Rural
Church which is one of the strongest interests at the
present time. Young women are making a serious
analysis of their own possible contribution in this
field.

A new feature of World War II has been the use of
women in every branch of the Armed Services. In
order that the spiritual needs of these women should
be cared for, it was seen to be imperative that women
should be appointed as assistants to the chaplains.
Early in the war an Inter-Church Committee on the
Churches’ Work among the Women in the Forces was
formed and set itself toward this new goal. In the
summer of 1944 a request came from the government
in Ottawa that the committee name two young women
who would be willing to take the necessary training
for this work. It was a great satisfaction to the
United Church to be able to send forward the name
of Miss Wilna Thomas, B.A., as one of the first two
to enter this untried field. She was appointed to
Ottawa where she has been assisting the chaplain in
his ministry to 1600 members of the C.W.A.C. The
appreciation of the work of these two young women
has been so great that in 1945 a request was made for
nine more. Of these, three appointed were from the
United Church.

Corps.

Chaplain’s Assistant, Can
adian
Women’s
Army

4

chaplain, and representatives of the graduating class.
Twenty gifted young women were sent out on this
auspicious occasion, highly qualified to undertake the
diversified tasks which await them at home and
abroad in the New Day.

Church have been constantly on the seas, coming
from and going to their fields. Fifteen were on the
Pacific when Pearl Harbour was struck. Some were
entering Honolulu at the very moment of the attack.
To go to West China via Argentina, to fly into West
China over the Himalaya mountains, to reach India
by way of New Zealand, or to travel from South
America to Africa on a sailing vessel all these were
experiences of Canadian women during the war years.
That in spite of the dangers of travel and the perils
of life in war zones, all reached their destinations in
safety and not a single life was lost was a cause for
deep thankfulness.

WOMEN SERVING ON STUDENT MISSION
FIELDS IN THE WAR YEARS, UNDER THE
HOME MISSION BOARD
1941
6
1942
8
1943
1944
21
1945

Directly connected with the war situations has been
the responsibility assumed by women workers for the
Japanese-Canadians.
Missionaries, some from the
Home Mission staff, and many from the evacuated
Japan staff have done work, the value of which could
hardly be over-estimated. They have served both in
the Relocation Centres, and among those who have
re-settled in the East.
The most dramatic and adventurous stories of the
war years have to do with the foreign missionaries,
many of whom have suffered the hardships of evacu
ation, bombing, internment and war-time travel.
From the beginning of the war, women of the United

The Jubilee Celebration
On May 8th, 1945, the United Church Training
School celebrated its Fiftieth Anniversary. Happily,
the event coincided with V-E Day. The speakers
spanned the half century a pioneer foreign mission
ary, a deaconess, a home missionary, a C.W.A.C.

Dr. B. Choné Oliver speaitin& at
the Fiftieth Anniversary of Eke
United Church Training School,
the 1944.45 students in the fore.
ground.
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bug Cot ference of the Deacon... Order and the Fellowship of Professional Women, Hamilton, 1942.

“Women’s Work in the Church.” Against the back
ground of the opportunities and tasks of the Church
this committee said, “The Church of England, at
home and overseas, should make preparation to use
more extensively the services of women both as volun
tary and paid workers, and to give to well qualified
women, positions of responsibility and leadership
comparable with those which wifi be open to them in
the social, professiohal and civil services. Modern
society will not be won to the Christian allegiance and
drawn into the fellowship of the Church by activities,
however heroic and devoted, of one sex alone. If,
however, the Church, officially, is willing and able to
provide openings of service, both paid and voluntary,
for women as well as for men, there is a more certain
prospect of a revival in our time, of allegience to the
Church and of effective witness by its membership in
the world.”

she had participated in University Christian Missions,
and had presented Church work as a vocation to
m y young women.

“Is it possible,” she asked, “that we have lacked
imagination about the character of the work and its
demands? We do well to think about our attitudes in
the light of the long experience of the Church and its
ministry, and the standards in other fields. it is plain
to anyone who looks below the surface that we are
not now equal to our task. What of the morrow
with its new demands and the increasing complexity
of our life? ‘To him that hath shall be given’ may
well be interpreted, ‘To him that bath the spirit, the
will, the insight, and the capacity, will be entrusted
the great responsibilities of the new day.’”

‘Victory is no conclusion. Even final victory will only
open cite way to new and happier fields of valiant en~
deavour.”
Winston Churchill.

Anniversary Booklet Committee

Mrs. W. J. Campion, Miss Constance Chappell (Editor), Miss Helen G. Day, Mrs. G. Ernest Forbes, Miss
Maimie Gollan, Miss Hattie E. King, Rev. Norman MacMurray (Chainnan), Miss Gertrude L. Rutherford, Miss
Helen Struthers, Dr. Winnifred Thomas, Miss Caroline Wilcox.
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