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Church pioneers' stories preserved on tape 
At the age of 21, the Rev . Bruce Copland 
was the youngest missionary ever to be 
appointed to China by the Presbyterian 
Church beforc Union. 

He workcd almost 40 years in that 
country, first taking direction from mis
sion boards at home, then as associate 
secretary for the Church of Christ in 
China. 

His wife, Marnie, also a miSSIOnary, 
studied Chinese art, taught Chinese 
drama and wrote plays on Chinese life . 

The Coplands' story-including Mar
nie's memories of her childhood playmate, 
Robert McClure, who would go on to 
become the first lay moderator of the 
United Church-is now on tape and des
tined for the United Church archives. 

The Coplands were interviewed for a 
Berkeley Studio project which began in 
1974 as part of the Church's 50th anni
versary celebrations. That summer, a stu
dent was hired to travel across the country 
and interview 72 persons recommended by 
the Conferences . From these, 12 were 
selected to make a series of short films. 

Berkeley Studio is the media arm of 
the United Church's Division of Com
munication. 

As well as the films, the project in
cludes 21 video cassettes and 100 audio 
tapes, also destined for the archives. 

A free lancer, Heather Dau, does 
much of the research for the project, 
tracking down church figures from the 
past and setting up interviews. Sandy 
Nicholson, a retired United Church min
ister, devotes much of his own time to the 
project, interviewing people and taping 25 
hours of Dr. McClure alone. 

It's important that the church move 
quickly to get the stories from early 
missionaries and other church workers, 
says Betty Richardson, video production 
person for the project. "People are getting 
older and we should get their stories while 
they're still alive and with it." 

The half-hour audio tapes include sto
ries on the development of church union 
from Newfoundland across the country to 
Victoria, B.C. There's the voice of Lester 
Burry, an early missionary in Labrador 
who owned one of the first radios in the 
area and used an antique snowmobile for 
travel. Stella Burry, a deaconess who 
founded Emmanuel House in Newfound
land, also shares her reminiscences . 

On other tapes, the Rev . George 
Hambley talks about the drought of the 
thirties and the early church in Manitoba; 
the Rev. Armand Stade chats a bout his 
role in political action in the west and the 
depression there; and the Rev. F.E. Run
nalls, who wrote a book on British Co
lumbia Conference of the United Church, 
recounts from Surrey, B.C., the story of 
the Japanese in that province dur,ing 
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Heather Dau talks to Bruce and Marnie Copland about their years in China. 

World War II. in fields, and beggars, rats and nies 
There is concern that prominent combing the cities. They watched peas

women in the church be included in the ants building a dike with their bare hands, 
project, says the Rev . Earl Leard, director pushing carts up hills and hauling bags of 
of Berkeley Studio, who maintains that 
many women have already been inter
viewed on tape. 

The Coplands were among six West 
China missionaries interviewed to date for 
the project. Now living in Montreal, they 
talk passionately about their life in that 
country. There was the time Marnie had 
to huddle in a cave with her two children 
during Japanese air raids . She and her 
husband saw children being eaten by dogs 

dirt one by one. 
Although initiated as an anniversary 

project, it will continue for as long as 
there is money for it, says Mrs. Richard
son. This year, $21,000 has been allocated 
for aural history tapes, video recordings 
and audio cassettes. "The project will 
never be finished as long as we have 
money iri the budget," says Mrs. Richard
son . "In time, everyone here will be part 
of the church's history." 

New fund manages land left to Church 

A couple who have owned their own 
apartment for several years have decided 
to leave it to the United Church for its 
work; however, they still want to live in it 
now. 

They can do both. They can sign the 
apartment over to the Church and receive 
an income tax receipt for the full amount 
now, and live there for the rest of their 
lives . 

Suspicious spenders 
MISSISSAUGA, Ont.-When two young 
United Church ministers presented them
selves at a hotel here, they got the usual 
welcome from management. 

But a few hours later, the pair were 
taken away in a police car, exposed as 
imposters and charged with accommoda
tion fraud. 

They had made a fatal mistake that 
tipped off management. They ran up too 
high a bill too quickly ($150 in two hours) 
and it became obvious they weren't follow
ing usual clergy behavior. 

The apartment will be managed by the 
Church's Segregated Fund, established at 
the last General Council in 1977 specifi
cally to deal with gifts of property, stocks, 
bonds and other assets . 

For instance, when someone leaves the 
Church a pa rcel of land as a gift, the 
Fund's Board of Managers takes responsi
bility for deciding whether to hold it until 
its value rises, sell it or sub-divide it, so 
that the Church derives the greatest bene
fit from it. 

These gifts can be made in a will, as 
well as during a lifetime, and people can 
specify which projects they would like 
their gift to support. The gifts can be 
designated as revocable but the tax bene
fits are not as great as a direct gift. 

The Board of Managers administering 
the Fund includes Arthur Mingay, chief 
executive officer and chairman of The 
Canada Trust Company; Neil Wood, 
president of Cadillac Fairview; Alec 
Langford, partner of Miller, Thomson, 
Sedgwick, Lewis and Healy; and Gordon 
Bell, chief executive officer of the Bank of 
Nova Scotia. 
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