
Deaconess Lily Uyeda discusses CE programme with Olivet's minister, 
the Rev. Carl W. Zurbrigg 

Deaconess " • 


AT 9 a.m. every weekday, a trim little 
Japanese-Canadian Deaconess of the 
United Church slips into her office 

in Olivet Church, Hamilton. She spends 
the morning planning the church's Christian 
Education programme. A quick walk to 
her fiat for lunch is a welcome break from 
her desk. 

Then in the afternoon she moves into 
the second phase of her work. The parish
ioners may see her little Volkswagen 
bouncing in and out of hospital parking 
lots, or up and down the Mountain's quiet 
residential streets. She visits, recruits, 
comforts, among the church's people, or 
attends women's meetings. 

Four nights a week she is back at 
the church again with youth groups or 
committees. 

She is Lily Uyeda, one of over 200 such 
workers, who, according to one official. of 
Olivet, is "almost indispensable to the 
congregation." 

Lily was the last baby of the Uyeda 
household in Vancouver. When papa 
Bunjiro Uyeda and his bride arrived there 
from Japan before World War I , they had 
made a solemn promise to themselves to 
become good Canadians. But they promised 
even more. Christianity, they said, was the 
religion of their new homeland; they wanted 
to become good citizens, therefore they 
would also become good Christians. They 
and their children have never forgotten that 
promise, not even in the face of persecution. 

Forced Out 

Lily and her sister, Mariko, were attend
ing the University of British Columbia in 
1942 when Canadian fear and resentment 
of west coast Japanese followed Pearl 
Harbour to become a kind of mass hysteria. 
More than 20,000 Japanese-Canadians were 
swept out of their homes, herded on to 
railway trains and hauled inland behind the 
protectiv((, wall of the Rocky Mountains. 
The Uyedas were forced to sell their dry
goods store in Vancouver, and spend a year 

of their lives as so-called enemy aliens of 
Canada. 

Although three out of five west coast 
Japanese were not Japanese at all, but 
Canadian-born citizens like Lily, Mariko, 
and brother Tak,. they were stripped of 
their rights as Canadians, divested of any 
property they owned, and treated like 
enemies of the state. 

Down in Kaslo 

The Uyedas found themselves in the 
former boom mining town of Kaslo, B.C., 
the home town of Howard Green, then 
representing Vancouver South at Ottawa. 

Most of the 1,000 Japanese were 
crowded into old deserted buildings with 
communal kitchens. But Lily's family were 
aple to pick up the threads of their living; 
they rented a house and became neighbours 
of Howard Green's parents. 

She spent the year teaching the younger 
children in the makeshift school overlooking 
beautiful Kootenay Lake. Then, when her 
parents had a chance to move to Montreal 
to ' join brother Tak, she and her sister 
went along. ' 

With determination to become a secre
tary, she attended the YMCA's Sir George 
Williams College in that city and moved 
directly to a position with the Quebec 
Religious Education Council, an organiza
tion of several Quebec Protestant churches. 

While there, she got into the habit of 
attending the United Church's Montreal" 
Ottawa conference summer camps, growing 
steadily more interested in church work. 
Finally., Lily made up her mind to devote 
herself fully to the church . She moved to 
Toronto, took a two-year course at the 
United Church Training School, and then 
went to Simcoe, OnL, for three years. She 
was made a member of the Deaconess 
Order after her first year. 

But one further thing ' stood in Lily's 
way, preventing her - so she felt - from 
giving the church the full benetit of her 
potential: that was lack of education. She 
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had always regretted not being able to · 
finish the work towards her degree begun ' 
at the University of British Columbia. 
Now was the time to pick up where she 
had left off. 

During the next two years, she spent the 
winters earning her bachelor's degree at the , 
University of Toronto , with a major in 
psychology. In the summer months she ' 
practised her lessons on Caravan groups, 
and then moved on to Olivet Church, 
Hamilton. 

Here her big job-and the one closest 
to her heart-is to act as co-ordinator and 
prime mover of the church's Christian 
education work. Seldom a week goes by 
that she doesn't begin a telephone campaign 
on a prospective Sunday School teacher or 
midweek group leader. Often the decision 
comes with a cup of tea or Invitation to 
supper. Such decisions are just the jump
ing-off place. Those same recruits are often 
extremely nervous beginners who must be 
led by the hand while they learn to walk, 
who need teaching to teach. "If someone ' 
says, "I couldn't teach," she laughs, "I tell 
them we've got a class to learn." Then Lily 
tinds time to sit down with the Sunday ' 
School superintendent and map out a 
Sunday School schedule to equate the man
power and materials on hand with the 
community they serve. 

Constant Mainspring 

. The same sort of planning and super
VISIon is painstakingly lavished on the 
programmes of midweek groups. Lily's 
particular love is the girls' work, but the 
seasoned (and unseasoned) leaders of all 
age groups find in h0r a constant mainspring ' 
to keep things running smoothly, and urge : 
them on to greater goals. 

Lily's face lights up as she recalls some 
dividends of leadership training. She once 
dropped a suggestion about dramatics which 
was eagerly picked up by a Junior Girls' 
Counsellor. A shy wee Explorer caught the 
spark, and burned up boundless energy 
developing unsuspected talents for the 
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her usual, colourless reserve, a delicate and 
finsome portrayal of her heroine's role. 

Philippino youngster who led her 
parents to church across the stage charmed 
an astonished audience, and left an indelible 
mark on a small Hamiltonian. Her success 
soon reflected back to the source of the 
spark, but Lily is humble in accepting her 
Share. 

Appalled at Sunday Schools 

As she has moved about the country and 
talked with leaders and teachers from many 
clJurches, Lily says she has been "appalled 
at the kind of things that go on (or don't 
go on) in our Sunday Schools, and the kind 
of facilities that are available to carry on 
.the work." She considers that "if our 
~hildren are given the right kind of leader
ship, then they will not find themselves, as 
"adults, in the kind of uncertainty so many 
people are in today." 

. One job that has taken up a lot of Lily's 
time during the past couple of years has 
~een helping plan Olivet's newly-dedicated 
: Christian education wing. 

She made an intimate study of the kind 
of facilities needed to provide adequate 
:training opportunities and passed on some 
key hints to the building and Christian 
education committees. The result is that 
Olivet, with a membership of over 900 and 
two Sunday morning services (because the 
church can seat only 480) is one of the best 
equipped United Churches in Hamilton. 

Folk who drop into Olivet before lunch 
.afe quite likely to be led to scenes of 
.activity by the sound of typewriters busily 
,tapping out plans for some church project. 
Chances are that Lily will be in the midst, 
and woe betide the unwary who confess to 
free time! They make good deputies while 
she slips away for a few brief visits to 

.lsickbeds. 
The minister, the Rev. Carl W. Zurbrigg, 

bas nothing but praise for Lily. She 
reciprocates. "They work together like a 
~harm," says one Olivet member. "She's 

THE 0 B S E R V E R, NOV E M BE R 1, 1959 

just like an assistant minister so far as 
he's concerned." 

When summer comes, Lily is off to camp. 
She has directed Junior Girls' camp at 
Ryerson Beach for the past two summers 
and feels that this age group suits her best 
for the time being. Experiences of devo
tions at sunset, singsongs with meals, and 
campfires under the stars are tucked in 
young memories; the seeds are sown early 
for a future harvest of church workers as 
evidenced by one ten-year-old who ador
ingly confided in Lily : "I want to be just 
like you when I grow up." 

All through spring, Lily is ' planning for 
the annual summer vacation school. Chil
dren of many denominations attend the 
two-week adventure, and the activities must 
attract thirteen-year-olds as well as occupy 
their 5 and 6-year-old brothers and sisters. 
This year over 200 c row d e d in each 
morning. 

Behind this veritable beehive is a five
member Deaconess committee responsible 
for arousing the congregation to their need 
of such help. This committee backs Lily 
in securing additional help when necessary, 
and in recommending financial backing for 
her work, as well as salary increases. "But 
we have to prevail upon her to take a day 
off and go home and rest, or take a trip 
and see some new scenery," says committee 
chairman Miss Doris Clark, a Hamilton 
city social worker. 

Release in Nature 
When the pressure does get more than 

she can take, Lily's watchful eyes tum 
from her congregation to the birds' around 
Hamilton's Botanical Gardens or other 
wooded spots of the Niagara peninsula. Or 
she may chase elusive light with her camera. 
On days at home, Mozart and Beethoven 
help her to keep house. 

Olivet members are proud that their 
deaconess is a member of the Christi;m 
Education committees " of both Hamilton 
presbytery and conference. "It puts. her in 
orbit," one remarked, "to receive and 
transmit useful data." 

Lily is also moving on another plane. 
Recently she became a member of Ham
ilton's Conference Personnel Committee, 
which has been doing outstanding publicity 
work on recruiting for full-time church 
workers. 

Sent Her to Japan 

Typical of the esteem ~n which Lily is 
held, not only by the people of her church, 
but throughout Hamilton Conference, is 
the way various groups got together and 
raised $1,000 last year to send her on a 
six weeks' trip to Japan to attend the 14th 
World Convention on Christian Education. 
This was no gesture, however. Those who 
planned it were convinced that Lily had so 
much to offer such a gathering that she 
must go. 

She revelled in the opportunities to meet 
Christians of many nationalities, and those 
of her parents' homeland made a tremen
dous impression on her. "In spite of their 
many problems, they are such cheerful 
people," she says. "Their faith puts ours 
to shame." It was an added thrill to be 
able to talk with relatives she had never 
seen before, but it was sad to observe 
what was happening in Japan. Forced by 
American intervention to accept a way of 
life alien to the nature, custom and culture 
of the people, and to absorb hundreds of 
thousands of countrymen who had moved 
to other territories during the 1930's and 
40's, Japan today faces the greatest internal 
crisis in its lengthy history, she believes. 

What the ~nswers are, Lily Uyeda doesn't 
profess to know. But since returning to 
Canada, she has given over 50 talks to 
various church groups, and her emphasis 
stresses one thing that could help: 

"The people of Japan desperately need 
something to hold on to - some kind of 
faith when all else fails. Many young 
Japimese people are enquiring about Chris
tianity.. This is certainly an important part 
of my message-that we have a job to do 
to help spread the Gospel in that land." 
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