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n 1942, 76 UBC students of Japanese ancestry were told that 
they would not be allowed to finish their studies. They would 
be forced to move 100 miles inland, a "precaution" during a 
frantic military mobilization. These students, most of whom 
had spent their entire lives in Canada, were now "enemy 

aliens." 

70 years later, the feelings these students hold for the university 
that ignored them are as complex and varied as the individuals 
themselves. 

In her memories for this book, Mary Nagata asks whether she felt 
any anger during the events foll1owing December 7. 

Beyond being told that she would not be able to finish her 
degree, Nagata experienced other traumas. Her father was taken 
away by the RCMP the night of the attack on Pearl Harbor. No 
explanation was given, and the family wouldn't see him aga in 
until 1943. They were herded into an animal pen in Hastings Park, 
and forced to move to Edmonton. 

But her answer is more complex than one might expect . 

"There must have been some anger somewhere in me," she 
writes. "But it wasn't obvious." We chose Return for the title of this 
book because we think it captures that complexity. 
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For one, the relationship these students have had with this 
university is complicated. While today's ceremony marks the 
first time many of these students have returned to BC, it is not 
necessarily a homecoming . Some students felt so betrayed by 
the university and the province that they had no desire to return . 
UBC was not home to these students. 

And the road to redressing this wrong was anything but simple. 
Had it not been for the efforts of Mary Kitagawa, it may have 
been too late for UBC to recognize this part of its history. Her 
story shows how difficult it was to tease justice out of the UBC 
machine. 

But Return also leaves room for the happiness felt by everyone 
gathered here today. For Mits Sumiya, whose likeness is featured 
on the cover, it's a day 70 years in the making . 

"There was always the feeling that [UBC] was my home," he said. 
"But it never really felt as welcoming as it does now." 

-May 30, 2012 

This book was produced by The Ubyssey, UBCs student 
newspaper. It is dedicated to the ..Japanese-Canadian students of 
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Edward Yoshioka 

IOD January 28, 1923 DJID February 2, 1990 
OCCUPA!IOII Pastor 

EDWARD SBUMPEI YOSmOKA 
was born in Vancouver on January 28,1923. 

Ed entered the UBC in 1941. In January 
1942 he was struck from the ranks of the 
Canadian Officers' Training Corps and 
ordered to turn in his unifonn. When he was 
forced to leave BC, he was able to transfer 
to the University of Toronto due to the 
intervention of sympathetic officials within 
Victoria University. 

An outstanding student, Ed was awarded 
the Prince of Wales Gold Medal and several 
scholarships. He earned his BA from the 
University of Toronto in 1944 and a diploma 
in theology from Emmanuel College in 1947. 
He obtained an MA in Semitics from U of T 
in 1950. 

Ed's first wife was Jean Preston, and he 

was married to her until she passed away 
in 1956. After serving a congregation in 
Invermay, Saskatchewan, he studied at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York and 
earned a Bachelor of Divinity. 

In 1959 he married Alison Andrews and 
had two sons with her, Andrew and Alan. In 
1961 he was pastor to the Nisei of the Toronto 
Japanese Church and in 1963 undertook two 
years of clinical pastoral training at Dalhousie 
University. 

He worked until he was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour in 1988. 

Trusting that the sufferings he had 
undergone from his illness could have 
redemptive value, he died in Toronto on 
February 2, 1990. 
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