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Two women. and six meThe chosen few 
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Robert B. Craig, 64, min
ister at Humbercrest United, 
Toronto, is a white-haired fa
therly figure with a dry humor 
inherited from his Scottish 
ancestors . He was executive 
commissioner of the General 
Commission on Church Union 
from 1968 to 1973, and execu
tive secretary of the Commit
tee on Union and Joint Mission 
from 1973 to 1976. After eight 
years of working towards union 
with the Anglican Church, he 
was "disappointed and sorrow
ful that the Anglicans were not 
able to take the leap of faith". 

Returning to the pastorate, 
he realized that women were 
not being recognized for their 
work "either locally or in the 
courts of the church". He 
wants to see both laity and 
women get the credit and op
portunities they deserve. 

A five-time commissioner to 
General Council and a former 
president of London Confer
ence, he has also chaired Sud
bury, Elgin, Peterborough and 
Toronto West Presbyteries. He 
sees the modera tor's role this 
way: "There's a great deal of 
confusion and some hurting in 
the church with the division 
between evangelism and social 
action. You can't change in
stitutions and society without 
changing men and women, too. 
My conviction is that you need 
to preach one gospel of Christ, 
which leads to changed lives, 
which leads to changed institu
tions. The church has listened 
too much to the world and not 
enough to the gospel." 
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John A. Davidson, 61, 
minister at Chalmers United, 
Ottawa, IS also a journalist. 
His first article, sold to a Sun
day. school newspaper for 
$1.50, helped feed his family 
after ordination. Since then, he 
has written two books and nu
merous magazine articles, and 
now writes a weekly religious 
column for up to 12 news
papers. He's a fitness fan 
who swims daily at the local 
YMCA. 

A former chaplain in the 
Canadian army, he has chaired 
two national chaplaincy com
mittees, for the United Church 
and the Canadian Council of 
Churches. He also chairs the 
Christian Extension Commit
tee of Ottawa Presbytery. 

He IS deeply committed 
both to the social gospel, and 
to local pastorates. "I came out 
of the pastoral setting. I would 
make a special emphasis on the 
local churches, which are often 
bewildered and confused today. 
Pastors are often uncertain 
about their roles and are low in 
morale." 

If named moderator, he 
would not resign his pastorate, 
but would try to be in his own 
pulpit about half the Sundays 
"to maintain my roots". 

A thoughtful but humorous 
person, he knows how to turn a 
phrase: "I'm confident enough 
to think I can do this job, but 
not so arrogant to think I'm 
the only one who could do it." 

Margaret Houston, 53, 
serves as human resources co
ordinator of the Division of 
Mission in Canada executive, 
as an elder in Erskine and 
American United, Montreal, 
and in Montreal Presbytery 
and the Executive of General 
Council. She chairs the presby
tery nominating committee, 
and is on the block grant com
mittee of presbytery and of 
Montreal and Ottawa Confer
ence. 

Author of a series of books 
called "Songs of Praise for 
Schools", she . was very in
volved in the lay school move
ment in the 1960s. She was 
president of her local home 
and school association where 
she developed educational 
workshops . 

She believes that "our faith 
gives us the need and the obli
gation to respond to the issues 
presenting themselves, like eco
logy, energy and the place of 
the church in a very pluralistic 
society." 

She can be both aggressive 
and personable, one who loves 
people and has learned to hear 
what they have to say. "I think 
these are two very important 
characteristics for everyone, 
but very helpful in the exercise 
of the office of moderator." 

She is not shy about her 
own convictions: "I'm really 
quite fearless in thinking an 
argument out, be it nay or yea. 
I'm not backward about ex
pressing my opinion as part of 
the democratic process." 

Clarke MacDonald, 59, 
is deputy secretary of the Divi
sion of Mission In Canada, 
with particular responsibility 
for the Office of Church in 
Society. He says, "Faith and 
action aren't In opposition; 
they complement each other. 
There can be no Christian who 
is not an activist, but just being 
an activist doesn't mean one is 
a Christian." 

As secretary of the commit
tee on the Church and Interna· 
tional Affairs, he has a broac 
knowledge of the world church 
and takes a leading role ir 
protesting injustice in Afric~ 
and South America. He's ir 
constant communication witt 
government leaders about "thl 
little people"-the natives, thl 
refugees, "the dispossessed am 
the oppressed", and about pov 
erty and immigration. 

"I am perceived to have th, 
ability to listen, and I do worl 
at that. My basic conviction i 
the need for commitmenf 
There can't be commitmen 
without discipleship, and ther 
can't be discipleship withou 
the church." 

A sincere, engaging Mar 
timer, with a sense of humc 
he calls "a gift from God", h 
would like to see the Churc 
work for a more equitable S( 

ciety and to deepen the cred 
bility of the Church. ''I'm nl 
interested in a Madison AVI 
nue credibility, but an integri l 
that arises from relating tl 
principles of the gospel to tl 
church's life." 
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Norman MacKenzie, 65, 
is disturbed about the high 
standard of living in Canada 
compared to the poverty in 
underdeveloped countries. He 
says the Church should take a 
greater leadership role in "edu
cating people on the basic 
causes of poverty". As a mis
sionary in India for 12 years, 
he felt "the hunger and desper
ation of local farmers" but was 
"excited to feel we had some 
answers to some of their 
needs". 

Born in China of missionary 
parents, Dr. MacKenzie served 
there for one year after the 
Chinese communists took over. 
"It was stimulating to watch 
the greatest social experiment 
in human experience." 

He has held national re
sponsibilities for evangelism in 
the Division of Mission in Can
ada, and for recruitment with 
the Board of World Mission. 
He served for three years on an 
Indian reserve in Rama, Ont., 
and is now minister at Levack, 
Ont., a nickel-mining town of 
4,000. "I have the ability to 
relate to the ordinary people, 
those who don't hit the head
lines. I can give them a feeling 
of the special gifts they bring 
to the church and to society." 

The Canadian native prob
lem and the need for greater 
dialogue between different 
theological positions are two of 
the biggest problems facing the 
church, today he says. 

Hugh A.A. Rose, 51, 
minister of St. Paul Street 
United, St. Catharines, Ont., 
feels there's a "crying need" 
for a church leader with theo
logical as well as pastoral ex
perience. He chaired the Unit
ed Church's Committee on 
Christian Faith from 1968 to 
1977, currently is a corre
sponding member of its inter
faith committee, and is one of 
three Canadian members on 
the World Council's Faith and 
Order Commission. He says he 
is "lucky to be able to do 
theology while retaining my 
pastoral base. I get to test my 
theological ideas on my con
gregation ." 

The crucial issues facing 
the Church today "which cre
ate strongly held opinIOns 
across the length and breadth 
of the church" are sex, cor
porate responsibility, abortion, 
and the "francophone/anglo
phone split," he says. He sees 
his chairing abilities as valu
able to the church: "We get 
querulous sometimes, with con
servative evangelicals shouting 
at the liberals." 

He has also been Convenor 
of the Niagara Presbytery stu
dent education committee, in
augural chairman of Toronto 
Area Presbytery, a member of 
the editorial committee that 
produced the United Church 
Hymn Book, and on the wor
ship committee from 1970 to 
1977. 

Robert L. Rumball, 50, 
minister of the Evangelical 
Church of the Deaf in Toronto 
for the past 24 years, withdrew 
his name at the last minute at 
the 1977 General Council, 
when a new $7 million complex 
for the deaf was being built. 
This time he has decided to 
allow his name to stand for 
moderator. "Things are now in 
pretty good shape. My church 
might even be privileged to be 
without me for awhile. As long 
as no one gets pushed out of 
the nest, no one learns to fly." 

A taU, robust man who once 
played pro football, he says 
he's "as conservative as anyone 
in the church theologically but 
as liberal in practice. I'm out 
there doing all the things the 
church says it should be do
ing." Few people know more 
about the community. His con
tacts .are in the courts, the 
schools, government agencies 
and the streets. 

His community experience 
. has led him to see the need for 
the Church to serve those of 
different backgrounds: "The 
church exists for those not in 
it. I'd like to see a church with 
as much talent and as many 
facilities as we have, use 

I them." 
As a conservative evangeli

cal, he conforms to the biblical 
norms. "I believe in a miracle
working God who does things 
for us that we can't do our
selves." 

Lois Wilson, 53, shares 
local ministry at Chalmers 
United, Kingston, Ont., with 
her husband Roy; she also has 
a global ministry. Having tra
velled the world-to the Carib
bean, India, Crete, Cyprus, 
Scandinavia and Europe-she 
says, "I would like to bring 
that kind of context to local 
missions." 

The offices of presidency of 
the Canadian Council of 
Churches, and now on the 
World Council of Churches' 
Christian Medical Commission 
have given her extensive ex
perience in ecumenical affairs 
and human rights. With 
firm biblical roots, she's "mar
ried to a passionate social con
cern for the world". 

As chairperson of the Divi
sion of Ministry, Personnel and 
Education and a member of 
both the judicial and interna
tional affairs committees, she 
sees herself as a catalyst who 
brings ou t the gifts in those 
around her. 

Petite, energetic and always 
smiling, she's a down-to-earth 
person: "I'm under no illusions 
that the kingdom is about to 
come through the position of 
moderator of the United 
Church." She feels the Church 
should have chosen a woman 

' moderator 15 years ago and 
that tokenism is long dead: 
"It's past time, beyond that 
point, where people elect 
women just because they're 
women." 
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