
PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS EVERYWHERE 


ABORTION GOES 
AROUND AGAIN 
The United Church is going to re-study 
its position on abortion. 

The decision was in response to 
memorials from six conferences-British 
Columbia, London, Toronto, Hamilton, 
Bay of Quinte and Maritime-raising 
various questions on the issue. 

The Rev. George Richardson, Perth, 
Ont., chairman of the sessional commit
tee, said it was not critical of the 
church's 1972 statement on abortion. 
"But we felt a concern in the church 
that the matter should be looked at 
again." 

A new committee was to study all 
the material available on abortion, "if 
necessary modify ou,. position", and 
report to the current General Council at 
its adjourned meeting in 1 975 or to its 
executive. 

"The church can't wait until 1977 
(the next General Council)," Mrs. Jean 
Boal of Toronto said. It has been 

Sister Ste. Madeleine of Ottawa was the 
fraternal delegate from the Canadian 
Catholic Conference. 

"As a woman chosen to represent the 
Catholic episcopate," she told Council 
in a brief response to her welcome, "I 
am concrete evidence of a first class 
miracle in the Roman Catholic Church." 
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debating abortion since 1971. 
An amendment was defeated, how

ever, which would have put the church 
on record now as opposed to abortion 
except to "preserve the health" of the 
mother. 

Some speakers objected that not 
permitting abortions for social or econo
mic reasons would be discriminating 
against the poor. But the Rev. Rod 
MacAulay of Brunswick Street Church, 
Halifax, called such arguments "a con 
job for the affluent". Introducing him
self as one who had "spent the last 14 
years among some of the most unwant
ed children in Canada", he said, "The 
poor are not the ones who want the 
abortions. The people who really want 
their children, sometimes to their own 
detriment, are the poor." 

The Council also voted to encourage 
congregations to implement the pro
grams outlined in the 1972 report which 
would cut down the demand for abor
tions. This included teaching in congre
gations a Christian view of family life, 
church sponsorship of family planning 
programs, and campaigning for more 
advertising about birth control. 

ELDER ORDAINED 
Edward Saunders, 63, an Indian elder 
and lay supply described as a "minister" 
of the first rank among all the ordained, 
commissioned and lay ministers of Man
itoba Conference, was granted special 
ordination. 

Special ordination of three other 
Indian elders, who still have to finish a 
summer 'training program, was referred 
to Council's Executive for action. They 
are John Crate, lay supply at Norway 
House; Publius Fiddler, pastor at Island 
Lake; and Johnston Garrioch, pastor at 
Cross Lake. 

Manitoba Conference, which asked 
for the ordination of all four, said 
isolated northern Indian communities 
have special needs for native ministers, 
and the four men had been filling most 
of the functions of ministry even when 
a white ordained minister was on hand. 
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Dr. Robert McClure chats with George 
Christie, Bedford, N.S. 

Advice about problems on almost every 
continent came out of the Council's 
deliberations on international affairs. 

These were the areas it dealt with: 
Brazil: expressed its concern that hu
man rights be restored in Brazil; asked 
the Canadian government to review the 
situation and cut off further economic 
aid until rights are restored; and asked 
members to study the booklet Someone 
Else's Progress. 
Chile: urged the government of Canada 
to speak out for human rights in Chile 
and to open its doors to 5,000 refugees. 
Speakers said several hundred have been 
admitted, and the Canadian immigration 
office in Chile is soon closing. 
Eastern Europe: set up a special com
mission to study the Christian Church in 
Communist countries to determine to 
what extent it is persecuted and what 
the United Church can do to help its 
members; urged members to acquaint 
themselves with the plight of the people 
of the Baltic States; and urged the 
government to work to reunite families 
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separated by the Iron Curtain. 
The Rev. Rob\lrt Wright, All People's 

Church, Welland, Ont., warned that it 
was "very dangerous" to become allied 
with nationalist groups from Eastern 
Europe. But the Rev. C. Gordon Ross, 
North Bay, Ont., said the proposils 
would "indicate to our brothers and 
sisters in eastern Europe that we care 
about them and are ready to listen". 
KorelJ: requested the Canadian govern
ment to express to Korea "our concern 
and dismay at the flagrant violation of 
human rights", and asked that a United 
Church representative be sent to Korea 
to encourage Christian leaders. A num
ber of ministers and church workers 
have been arrested and sentenced with- . 
out public trial for criticizing the gov
ernment. The Rev. David Allan, To
ronto, said Koreans in the congregation 
which meets at his church are "alarmed 
and in anguish over what is happening 
to their relatives". 
Middle East: affirmed for the fourth 
time that United Nations resolution 242 

offers a basis for a peace settlement and 
urged the government to push it; and 
asked for more money from both 
church and government for Palestinian 
refugees, and said Palestinians must be 
represented at Geneva peace talks. 
Portula1: commended the new govern
ment of Portugal for quickly freeing 
political prisoners in Angola and Mo
zambique; "we welcome the promise of 
the government to give self-determina
tion to these countries and look forward 
to its early fulfilment." 
Philippines: referred to the Committee 
on the Church and International Affairs 
for rewording and action a request for a 
formal protest to the Philippine govern
ment about "illegal and inhuman" treat
ment of Christians. Protestant mission
aries and others were jailed on suspicion 
of collaborating with Communists. 
South Africa: agreed to invite represen

. tatives of South Africa's churches to 
visit Canada. "The South African 
church is isolated. It needs support," 
said the Rev. George Searcy, Vancouver. 
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